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FRUIT QUALITY IS DEPENDENT ON MANY FACTORS

By Jennifer Thomas, Master Gardener

I answered a call the other day at the AgriLife Extension office asking about a particular fruit and what variety would produce the best texture and flavor in this area.  Seems this person had eaten a fruit grown from a neighbor a few blocks away and wasn’t pleased with it, compared to the same store- bought fruit, yet wanted to grow their own.  Specific varieties are a great way to start your search for that perfect specimen to grow in your yard or garden but it is not the only factor that will determine the end resulting quality of said fruit.  I’m not being specific on said fruit because this point is broad and can be applied to all gardening… there are other major factors that will affect the outcome of your garden, especially here with our sandy soil and unpredictable climate!  

First of all, know your soil type, pH level, and nutrient content.  Information on soil testing can be obtained through your Extension office, including specific directions anyone can follow to obtain a good sample.  There is a minimal fee.  Results are mailed to your home; mystery solved, you now know what you are dealing with.  Minerals and nutrients can pile up in one place and be absent a hundred yards away, over time these spots will move depending on rainfall, wind, and drought conditions.  Those same conditions allow release or inactivity of said nutrients.  It is important, like with many things in life, not to take at face value what your neighbor is doing and think it will also work for you. 

Most labels and research will give information on plant varieties’ likes and dislikes as far as soil type, water, drainage etc.  Having your soil test results in hand when researching this information can help prevent basic mistakes in plant or even variety purchases; on the other hand we humans like to make things work where they naturally don’t, and plants are no exception.  A variety that is a native will naturally have disease and insect resistance specifically to our naturally occurring pests and problems in the seasons that we have them.  

When it comes to fruit production, a well balanced soil with adequate moisture throughout the fruiting season is going to be the most important thing to remember.  This doesn’t mean you should have to purchase a timer for regular watering to make sure your citrus fruits don’t dry up.  With good compost covering the root area (not too large), a protective layer of mulch, and an established tree (over one year old), watering should be minimal even in a drought.   Be careful when fertilizing, there isn’t a one size fits all and as always – read the label before applying.  Compost is a good way to add minerals and nutrients to your soil, it allows plants to take out what they need without overdoing any one element and it remains part of the soil, like nature’s own time released fertilizer.

I would also like to mention that soil testing alone will not cure or solve every problem in gardening but it is a good place to start when fertilizing, landscaping, gardening, or planting trees.

If you like this or other Master Gardener articles, have questions, or just plain want to know more about a  subject, then please call or write your newspaper and tell them about it!

Texas AgriLife Extension - Aransas County office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu, and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport.  For more local gardening news, visit the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener website www.aspmastergardeners.org. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin. 
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