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RAINWATER HARVESTING TEXAS STYLE

By Winnie Trippet, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 

You know the old Texas sayings…

“If you don’t like the weather, wait a minute – it will change!!

and

“Texas has four seasons: drought, flood, blizzard and twister!

Both of these point out the uncontrollable nature of the weather here in Texas. But what if there was a way to “sort-of” control the weather, or at least the effects of it? Interested? Well, mark your calendars for two upcoming seminars on Rainwater Harvesting and find out about one way to have some control over the extremes of the drought and flood aspects of Texas weather. Tuesday, May 20th there will be a Brown Bag talk at noon and 6:00 p.m. at Aransas County Library and on Saturday, June 7th a half-day seminar from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Old Rockport School. Both events will cover various aspects of rainwater harvesting. For additional information about these events contact the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners.

So, why should Texans harvest rain?

Water shortage - the population of Texas expected to double in the next 50 years and it is predicted that the public water supply, derived from surface and ground water, will not be able to keep up with the demand. Rainwater harvesting is one way to supplement the supply and ease the demand. Other reasons for harvesting rainwater are:  it can save you money; it can help even out the drought/flood syndrome of Texas weather; it is interesting - even exciting and it makes you more conservative in your water use!

How do you harvest rain?  

Well, you have to capture it, convey it to a storage tank and then distribute it for use. One of the most effective ways to capture and convey rainwater is to use your roof and gutter system. A one inch rainfall over a 1000 square foot roof will yield approximately 600 gallons! In Rockport we receive an average of 30 inches per year, so potentially 18,000 gallons of water could be collected.

What can you use collected rainwater for?  

This water can be used solely for landscaping purposes or, with treatment, as a whole house water supply. A typical household will use 36% of its water for lawns and gardens, so installing a simple rainwater harvesting system just to water your yard, could save you a third of your water bill.

Currently there is a renaissance of rainwater collection here in Texas. This has been brought on by drought, water shortages, questionable water quality and increasing costs, both environmental and economic, associated with large municipal water systems. To see two examples of rainwater harvesting systems for homeowners, come by the Green Acres Demonstration Garden. (All harvested water at Green Acres is non-potable (not safe for drinking) and is used for landscaping purposes only.)

For more information on Rainwater Harvesting in Texas check out these resources:

http://rainwaterharvesting.tamu.edu/index.html, AgriLife Extension - Texas A&M System.

http://www.twdb.state.tx.us, Texas Water Development Board – go to Publications – Manuals and under “see also” is The Texas Manual on Rainwater Harvesting (pdf)

http://www.greenbuilder.com/sourcebook/RainwaterGuide1.html
City of Austin, Sustainable Building Sourcebook.

A humorous, but very informative and practical guide book to rainwater harvesting systems is:  Rainwater Collection for the Mechanically Challenged, by Suzy Banks with Richard Heinichen, Published by Tank Town, 2770 Highway 290 West, Dripping Springs, Texas 78620, 512-894-0861.

The Texas Agrilife Extension's Aransas County Office can be reached by calling 790-0103,or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin. Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any of the aforementioned activities are encouraged to contact the AgriLife Extension office at least eight days prior to the program for assistance.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located at the AgriLife Extension - Aransas County Office, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Texas. Because of generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners, the gardens are free. Visit the gardens during daylight hours, seven days a week.

